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70 THE READER. | 


T muſt give pain to the well-diſpoſed, who believe the ſcriptures, 
and have their eyes and ears open, to fee and hear, how the far 
greateſt part of mankind are ſpending their precious time; living as 
if they never had to die, or were never to be called togive an account 
of their words and works, Multitudes, deſpiſing the worſhip of God, 
and living in the moſt ſavage manner---parents curling their children, 
and children their parents---ſcorning and deriding thofe who think it 
their duly to worihip God in fincerity : They appear to have eaſt ol 
the fear of God, and glory in their ſhame. And among the few that 
attend the worſhip of God, many of them are juſtly reproved by the | f 
words of our 225 : This people draweth near unto me wth their month, andes 
honoureth me with their lifts, but their heart is far from me. Is not this evi- 
dent? For when they have been joining in the ſolemn worſhip of 
God, and begging, That he would have mercy upon them, and incline 
their hearts to keep his law; and, That they may do the will of God 
on earth, as it is done in heaven, it is no uncommon thing, (eſpecially 
in country places) to hear ſome curſe and ſwear, and others rehgarſe 
ſome idle tale, as ſoon as they are well out of the church. And it is 
a rare inſtance, if any of the congregation appear to have either reliſh \ 
or defire to converſe about what they have heard; or how they may « 
ſecure the one thing needſul. Thus the ſabbath is ſpent in general, as 
it God had never commanded it to be kept holy. Of many it may be | Is 
faid, that their prayers are nothing but mockery, for their lives de- 4 a 
clare, they have no defire to have their petitions granted. They net. 3 
ther want to keep the law of God, nor do his will. Therefore the 
Lord juſtly complains of ſuch by the prophet Iſaiah, where he ſays, 
Mhen ye come to gſihiear before me, who hath required this at your hands, to 
tread my courts ® Bring uo more vain oblations ; incenſe is an abomination unto 
me, the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of alſemblies, I cannot away with ; 
is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting, And when you ſpread ferth your hands, 
I wwill hide mine eyes from you : yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not 


hear. 


Now as many do not worſhip God at all, and as every way of ac- 
ceſs, ſo as to be rendered ſerviceable to them, appeared to me to be 
blocked up, while I was muſing upon their ſtate, it occurred to my 
mind, perhaps fome of them would read a ſmall treatiſe, out of cu- 
riofity ; or that ſuch as were overawed by the rich and great, or by 
their relations, and yet wanted to know what this new doctrine is, 
(as they term it) would gladly embrace the opportunity of ſeeing * 
what we had to ſay in our own defence. This therefore appearing 
to me the only method of being any way ſerviceable to ſuch, I no 
longer gave way to the deep-telt ſenſe J had of my want of abilities 
for ſuch a work, but readily caſt my mite into the treaſury ; regard- 
leſs what reception it might meet with from the critic. If any poor 
wanderer is but recovered {rom the ſnare of the devil, who has been 
taken captive by him at his will, then my end in writing will be an- 
{wered. SF: B, | 
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But we die to hear of thee what thou thinkeſt ; for as eo this je, 
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Ti is appointed unto men once to die, 1s a truth that 
none will diſpute; but what becomes of man after 
death, men are not all agreed. Yet, | 


“Soon as from earth J go, 
« What will become of me?“ — 


Is one of the moſt ſerious enquiries we can enter upon. 


An this reſpect, © what is truth, ought deeply to en- 


r T_T 


gage the mind of every rational creature. He is very 
unwiſe, and very blameable, that fits down with an 
implicit faith in a matter he is ſo much concerned in, 
and does not ſearch, as for hid treaſure, if poſſible, he 
may upon good ground be ſatisfied with reſpect to this 


important queſtion. It appears to me that many, if 


they make any enquiry at all, it is very ſuperficial; and 
it is too evident, they may be reckoned among the 
fools, whom Solomon tells us hate knowledge; for 
they will ſooner converſe about any thing, than a future 
ſtate; and if one introduce it into converſation, they 
| will either be lent, put it off with a jeſt, or, as ſoon 
as potlible, change the ſubject, and will join heartily 
with vou in that which is a diſgrace to rational crea- 


&c. There are others, if they think, and think ſe- 

iouſiy, they muſt have very diſtreſſing and perplexing 
thoughts: —Of this number is the Atheiſt and Deiſt. 
At the beſt, with theſe it is nothing but conjecture, all 
uncertainty ; they grope at noon- day, as the blind peo- 
ple in darkneſs; for, denying revelation, they have no 
tandard, no rule to go by, nor any thing they can ſub- 


A 2 titute 


kc. namely, jeſting, fooliſh talking, filthy converſation, 


L 4 

ſtitute in its ſtead, that can give real ſatisfaction. It is 
well, if many have not imbibed theſe ſentiments, or 
rather have a deſire ſo to do. For this reaſon, if the 
ſcripture be true, they know, if they come to be 
weighed in this balance, they will be found wanting ; 
and, rather than cordially embrace that ſelf-denying 
doctrine held forth in holy ſcripture, they labour to 
overturn it. However theſe may be miſtaken, it is 
certain there is truth. And as many falſe reports have 
been ſpread abroad, reſpecting the Methodiſts, by men 


underftanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof they 


affirm, [ would. therefore, here humbly offer to the 
candid reader (that he may the better judge for himſelf) 
in this Defence of Methodiſm, a reaſon of their hope 
(as J am in connexion with them); which, I believe, 
will not differ widely from the hope of every real 


Chriſtian, of what denomination ſoever. And, in order 


to make it more plain, I ſhall, iſt, enter upon a De- 
fence of their Principles; 2dly, of their Practice; and, 
3dly, conclude with a Word of Advice. 


1ſt, Then, they believe the Iloly Scripture to be the” 


revealed will of God to the children of men: and this 
not becauſe they received it by tradition from their 
fathers; for many of them, before they heard the 
Methodiſts, gave themſelves little thought about it, 
whether it was true or falſe ; and others of them, caſt 
off its authority, looking upon it as nothing but ro- 
mance: but now they believe it, becauſe to them 
it appears ſo forcibly ſtamped with divine truth, and 
every way worthy of its Author. 


It is not my deſign, jo this ſmall treatiſe, to enter 


upon a diſcuſſion of the fulfilment ef the prophecies ; 


though it gives a ſtriking demonſtration of the truth of 


holy Writ : this would take up too much of my time, 
and far exceed the limits of my defign. Therefore, 


thoſe who have a deſire to ſee in what manner they | 
have been fulfilled, and are fulfilling at the preſent | 
time, I would' refer them to Dr. Newton's Digertation 


on the Profihecies; where they will find them largely 
treated upon, and 1 truſt with ſatisfaction to the candid | 


reader; but ſhall confine myſelf to that which is more | 
within our reach, and better adapted to the capacity 


Tue 


of the vulgar. 
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The firſt reaſon that I would offer, for their believing 

the Holy Scripture, is, the purity of its doctrine, which 

is every way calculated to promote peace, concord, and 

| union among men; and to make every one, that does 
4 cordially embrace it, content and happy. They learn 
from it, to love their enemies—to overcome evil with 
EY good—to follow peace with all men—to rejoice in per- 
1 ſecutions, tribulations, &c.—to be reſigned to croſſes, 
2 loſſes, and diſappointments—to bear patiently afflic- 


tions—and to be content in every ſtate of life:—All 
n this they are encouraged, and afliſted in, by the glo- 
N rious and kheart- puritying hope it inſpires them with, of 
1 ſeeing Jeſus Chriſt as he is, and the bright proſpect it 
4 ares them beyond the grave.—S0 that the {craps of 
„ morality that we can gather from any other author, 
BY who denies divine revelation, or Is a ſtranger to it, are 
r but faint and feeble rays to this bright luminary, which 


£21 n b the mind, and cheers the heart, and won- 
derfully diſplays the wiſdom of its divine Author. 


. | Another reaſon, why they believe the divine autho— 
8 rity of the Holy Scripture, is, when they ſee how ex- 
1 actly it deſcribes the wicked: What a wonderful 
x | portrait it draws-juſtly penciling their every feature 
e | clearly ſhewing their fallen helpleſs ſlate—how they are, 
. by nature, prone to evil, and poſſeſſed of a carnal mind, 
ſt | that is enmity aguinſt God.—Alfo, how thoſe that live 
„ after the fleſh, berſe cute thoſe that live after the ſpirit. 
n It alſo evidently ſhews, the difficulty there is in reclaim- 
d ing of hem Lord, who hath believed our report? 
| hath been the complaint of the faithful ſervants of God, 
r before the coming of the Xleſtiah, in his days, and ever 
3 ſince. And, it is plain to every intelligent perſon, who is 
fü acquainted with the bible, and has any knowledge of tho 
Eh” profeſſors of chriltianity, that the preaching of the goſpel 
e, | meets with the ſame reception now, that it did 1n the 
y days ot our Lo- d. And what the injudicious take occaſion 
nt to blame ENTITY for, and would, it it were in their 
on power, overthrow both it and the word of God, is a 
ly | confirmation of both. For inſtance, when any of the 
id profeilurs of religion, who have been zealous for a time, 
"7" by and by loſe il eir zeal, and begin to join the wicked 
ty in their abominable practices, many are then ready ta 
I conclude, that there is no reality in religion; while 
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| others are ſtaggered, and know not what to think. 
And though the upright are pained at the folly of the 


wicked, and the injury done to the cauſe of God, yet 
unto them there ariſeth light in this darkneſs—they ſee 
the ſcripture fulfilled. The parable of the ſower 1s 
made manifeſt to them in every part. How ſome im- 
mediately loſe every impreſſion that is made upon their 
mind dy the word; how others receive it with joy, 
make a great profeſſion, endure for a while, but in the 
time of temptation, or when perſecution ariſeth for the 
word's fake, they are preſently offended, and ftart aſide 
like a broken bow; and not a few that have received 
the word, but neglecting to watch unto prayer, ſuffer 
the cares of this world to ſpring up with the good ſeed ; 
and, like Lot's wife, look back with a covetous eye ; 
with Damas, love the preſent world, and ſo meaſure 
back their ſteps to earth again; while only a ſmall rem- 
nant receive the word, with honeſt and good hearts, and 
bring forth fruits with patience: and this is ſo minutely 
tulfilled, and ſo ſtrong a proof of the divine authority 
of the Holy Scriptures, that if one of our modern di- 
vines were to draw a portrait of the reception of the 
goſpel, with its different effects at the preſent day, it 
would not exceed, if equal, that given by our Lord; 
ſo that when an intelligent obſerver caſts his eyes upon 
the world, views their behaviour, and fees how many 
(upon various accounts) turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered to them, and hears the different ex- 
cuſes ſinners, of every deſcription, make for not pre- 
ſently forſaking their fins, and embracing the goſpel of 
Chritt ; when he hears and ſees theſe things, and looks 
into the ſcriptures, and finds their conduct ſo exactly 


deſcribed, he is conſtrained to acknowledge this is 


TRUTH. But what moſt ſatisfies the real chriſtian, and 
eſtabliſhes his belief in the holy ſcriptures, is the defi- 


nition that is there given of the righteous—-of their out— 


ward ſtate, their number, their treatment from the 
wicked, and their experience. : 

1ſt, in regard to their outward ſtate, They are in 
general poor: Hath not God choſen the poor in this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.“ I leave 
(faith the Lord) in the midit of thee, a poor, afflicted, 
and deſpiſed people, Again, not many wiſe, not many 
wighty, 
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mighty, not many noble, are called. But God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things of this world, to confound the 
wiſe; and baſe things, and things that are deſpiſed, to 
bring to nought things that are. Ihey were ready to 
aſk, in the days of our Lord, have any of the rulers, or 
phariſces, believed on him? And is not this deſerip- 
tion of the outward ſtate of the righteous, ſuited to their 
| ſtate now :---are not too many, like the rich man in the 
| gofpe}, clothed in rich apparel, and faring ſumptuouſly 
| every day; while others, like the rich fool, are ſaving 
| to their ſoul---take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, 
for thou haſt much goods laid up for many years. Yes, 
theſe are often in great power, and ſpread themſelves 
like a green bay tree---exalting themſelves as the eagle, 
and fetting their neſts on high. How do they in ge- 
neral deſpiſe, if not oppreſs, the poor, hardly ſuffering 
them to enter their rich appartments, keeping them at 
the greateſt diſtance, as if they were not the ſame 
ſpecies---wanting to be honoured, and held in admira- 
| tion---not conſidering, that the friendſhip of the world 
is emnity with God---and whoſoever will be a friend of 
the world, is an enemy to God; while the honeſt poor, 
oppreſſed with hard labour, faring poorly, and often 
ſtraitened to pay their juſt debts their expectations 
being cut off from earthly and creature comtorts---ſfome 
of them, at leaſt, begin to ſeek happineſs in God, and 
to lay up treaſure in heaven. And herc allo, a candid 
obſerver, that looks into the world, and views thoſe 
that have their converſation in heaven, and whole lives 
declare, that they are but ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
eartn, and then attentively peruſes the holy {criptures, 
and compares the outward ſtate of the righteous with 
the deſcription there given; when he ſees how exactly 
| they agree, he is ebe en to acknowledge, this 4 
zurn. And this is another reaſon, why real chriſtians, 
of all denominations, believe the divine authority of 
| the Holy Scriptures. 
We come, 2dly, to treat of the number; and ſee. 
how this agrees with the word of God.---Now, the 
ſcripture tells us, they are but a little Flock, and that 
| ſtrait is the gate and narrow is the way, that leadeth 
unto hte, and few there be that find it. They are com- 
pared to gleaning gr apes, and 10 two or three berries 
1 $3 upon 
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ture informs us, we ſhall know them by their fruits; 
and that a good tree cannot bring forth corrupt fruit. 
Now, ſuppoſe we ſhould ſet aſide all thoſe who carry 
their mark f in their foreheads; who declare their fin, as 
Sodom, and hide it not; that is, all the open violaters 
of the laws of God for St. John ſays, he that com- 
| mitteth fin is of the devil. So then, according to the 
| word of God, neither idolaters, adulterers, eiteminate, 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
3 covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
[| have any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of 
God: with theſe ſet aſide, all liars, profaners of the 
ſabbath, thoſe who are living in pleaſure, lovers of the 
world, and thoſe who are in friendſhip with it,---and 
the remnant will appear ſmall. Again, if we were to 
remove all that have only the form, but are ſtrangers to 
the power of godlineſs, with all the luke warm pro- 
feſſors, -in mort, when all are taken away that are not 
born of the ſpirit, and have not experienced a death 
unto ſin, and a new birth unto righieouſneſs, nor never 
knew what it was to have old things paſſed away, and 
| | all things become new,---Remove ail theſe, and will 
I they not then appear, a little Flock indeed,---fitly com- 
5 pared to gleaning grapes, and to two or three berries 
bi upon the tops of the uppermoſt branches. We have 
a then here, again, another ſtrong evidence of the divine - 
authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

We now come, 3dly, to ſpeak of their treatment 
from the wicked; and ſee, whether this will agree with 
the word of God. or not.---Now, the ſcripture informs 
us, that thoſe“ who live after the fleſh, perſecute thoſe 
that live after the ſpirit.” They make a man an offender 
for a word, and lay a ſnare for him that reproveth in 
the gate, and turn alide the juſt for a thing of nought. 
He that departeth from evil, maketh himſelf a prey. 
Ye ſhall-be hated of all men, for my name's ſake. It 
they have perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. 
Thoſe that will live godly, in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution, Theſe are declarations of the treatment 
the righteous have, and may expect, to meet with from 
the wicked. Woe will now come to examples :---The 

earlieſt 


upon the tops of the uppermoſt branches. Now, to | 
find whether this is a true definition, or not, the forips | * 
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earlieſt inſtance we meet with in the ſcripture is, Cain 


T1 


and Abel; and we have the very reaſon given, why 
Cain flew his brother, namely, becauſe his own works 
were evil, and his brother's righteous—and this has 
been, and ſtill is, the very reaſon why the wicked con— 
tinue to perſecute the righteous. The three Children 
were caſt into the fiery furnace, becauſe they would not 
worſhip an image. Daniel was caſt into the lions den, 


becauſe he would pray. Jeremiah was caſt into a 


dungeon, for denouncing God's judgments againſt a 
fiinful land. And, how ſtrongly did the enmity that is in 
the carnal mind appear againſt him, who was without 
fin? Did they not uſe every means to blacken his cha- 
racter? He often narrowly eſcaped their, malicious 
hands they derided him and ſet him at nought.—Oh |! 

how they clamoured for his blood. Away with him!. 
away with him !—ecrucify him! crucify him! was their 


cry. And was he not, 8 laſt, taken by wicked hands, 


crucified and flain ! And, were not his followers beat, 
ſcourged, and impr ifoned ? Stcphen was ſtoned to death, 
and the diſciples were then ſcattered abroad; for there 
was woof vue” perſecution againſt the church of God. 
The apoſtle St. Paul, gives us a ſtriking portrait in 
himſelf, of the enmity there | 1s in the wicked againſt the 
righteous. He tells us, he was exceeding mad againſt 
them, perſecuting them to ſtrange cities: in ſhort, they 
were tempted, they were ſawn aſunder, they du elt in 
dens and caves of the earth—of whom the world was 
not worthy. And does not hiſtory inform us, that 
thoſe who truly feared God, met with much the ſame 
treatment, in every ſucceeding generation? Was not 
our reformers, many of them, treated in the ſame cruel 
manner? If they were not ſawn aſunder, they were 
beheaded, burnt in the flames, &c. And does not the 
ſame ſpirit ſtill work in the children of diſobedience ? 
If it is kept under, we may thank God, for a merciful 
and mild government, that tolerates men to worthip 
God, according to their own conſciences. Yet, not- 
withſtanding this, how hardly are the wicked reſtrain- 
ed? What cruelties have been uſed againſt Methodiſts? 
Some of them have narrowly eſcaped with their lives; 
ſometimes they have left them for dead, or at leaff, 
thought they could not live; and they have not only 
B been 
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„ 
been injured in their perſons, but in their property 
having their windcws broken, and their houſehold fur- 
niture deſtroyed, &c.—and this is done at the preſent 
time, and for the very ſame reaſon that Jeſus Chriſt 
was hated in his day, namely, for teſtifying to the 


world, that the works thereof are evil—ſo that a mi- 


niſter can ſcarcely go into a town, or village, to preach 
repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt: if he preaches as one who believes what he 


ſays, and the inhabitants are not overawed by a magi— 


ſtrate, and are in general ſtrangers to vital religion, he 
comes well off, if he is not ſtoned however, he hardly 
eſcapes being ſhouted and halloo'd at as fome monſter ; 
or, at the beſt, they will give evident tokens that they 
deſpiſe him. Here is then, another ſtriking evidence, 
that the ſcripture is no cunningly deviſed table, but 1s 
torcibly ſtamped with divine truth, to the conviction 


and ſatisfaction of the candid enquirer. 


We come now, in the 4th place, to ſee what the 
ſcripture ſays, of the experience of the righteous; and 
ſee whether it will ſtand the teſt. —Hitherto, we have 
had only ocular demonſtration, and yet enough to fill 
with wonder the candid enquirer, and attentive ob- 
ſerver, to ſee ſuch a ſtriking portrait given, both of the 
wicked and the righteous. But here, the real chriſtian 
loſes all his doubts: here is a rock, for him to ſet his 
foot upon---here is an evidence, ſtronger and greater 
than ten thouſand human witneſes---for the SECRET of 
the Lord is with them that tear him, and he will thew 
them his covExANT---here the philoſopher, the learned, 
and wiſe, if deſtitute of the knowledge of God, are 
left behind; to theſe it is a ſealed book, for the world, 
by wiſdom, know not God. The natural man, how- 
ever learned and knowing, recetveth not the things. of 
the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can he know them, becaule they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned--but the ſpiritual man handles and taſtes 
of this word of life; he has received not the ſpirit 
which is of the world, but the ſpirit which is of God, 
that he might know the things that are freely given to 
him of God. ut, to be more particular, the r1ghteous 
having been convinced of ſin, humbled for it, and made 
truly prnitent; and being made ſealible, that they ne- 

Yer 


% 
2 
* 
5 
* 
$ 
< 
ak 
ö : 
1 
25 
2 
4 


S 


% EOF Tv 


bd i; 


— 


3 
ver had done any thing that was pleaſing in the ſight 
of God; and being brought to deſpair of ever meriting 
the favour of God, either in whole or in part, by any 
thing they had done, or ever could do---in this lituation, 
they have been brought to accept the only remedy 

provided for wretched, guilty, and helpleſs ſinners, 
| namely, the precious atonement of the Son of God--- 
therefore, having fallen upon this corner-ſtone, and, by 
| faith, beheld the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 

ſins of the world, being grafted into the living vine, 

Chriſt Jeſus, they. derive virtue from him, and obtain 
» reſt to their ſouls---and are ſaid to be born again---to be 

made new creatures---to have peace with God---to have 
| knowledge of falvation, by the remiſſion of ſtus---to 
know that God's anger 1s turned away---to know God 
to know that they are paſled from death unto life 
! to know that they are of God, and to know the things 
that are freely given to them of God---to know that 
they are in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them---to have the ſpirit 
of Chriſt; to have it bearing witneſs with their ſpirits, 
that they are the children ot God---to have the witneſs 
in themſelves---to be the temples of the Holy Ghoſt--- 
to have the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts--- 
to dwell in love---to be made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and to taſte the powers of the world to come--- 
to be ſealed with the Spirit---to receive an earneſt of 
their future inheritance; and to be holy, &c. For 
proof:---(a) Except a man be born again, he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God, (5) Theretore, if any man 
be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: old things are 
: paſſed away; behold, all things are become new: 
| (c) Therefore, being juſtified by taith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: (4) to give 
knowledge of ſalvation to his people, by the remithon 
of their fins. (e) J write unto you, little children, be- 
' cauſe your fins are forgiven you, for his name's ſake. 
(7) Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities. (g) 1 will 
praiſe thee; though thou waſt angry with me, thine 
| anger is turned away, and thou comforteſt me. (4) And 
this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only. 
\ IEEE . true 
| 060 John mn 3. | (6) 2 Cor. F (6) Rom. v. 1. f! Lake i. 77. 
0 1 John ii. 12. (/ Pfal. cli. 3. (g) Iſa. xii. 1. (% John xvit. 3. 
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true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 
(a) We know that we have paſſed from death unta 
life. ( And we know that we are of God. (c) Now 
we have received, not the ſpirit of the world, but the 
ſpirit which is of God ; that we might know the things 


ſhall know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and 
Lin you. (e) Now, if any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his. (/) Know you nat your own- 
ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in yau, except ye be 


reprobates. (g) Which is Chriſt in you, the hope at 
glory. (+) For ye have not received the ſpirit of bond- 


age again to fear; but ye have received the ſpirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The ſpirit 
itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the 
children of God, (+) If we receive the witneſs of pzen, 

the witneſs of God is greater. He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witneſs in himſelf. (&) For ye 
are the temples of the living God; as God hath faid, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them. (2) And hope 
maketh not aſhamed ; becauſe, the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which 1s given 
unto us. (m) Godis love, and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. (½) Thoſe who were 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, 

and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; and have 


taſted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come. () In whom alſo, after that 


ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit of pro- 
miſe, which is the earneft of our inheritance. (% But 
ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people, &c,—Now, if real chriſtians 
do not experimentally know in whom they have be- 
lieved ; if they have not a witneſs, greater than man; 


if they do not know that they are of God, and are made oj 
| partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; and if the ſpirit of God | 
do not witneſs with their ſpirit, that they are the chil- | 


dren of God, &. =- then is the ſcripture nothing but a 
cunningly deviſed fable, a vain romance; Jeſus Chriſt 


nothing 
(a, 7 John iii. xir. (4) 1 John v. 17. (c) 1 Cor. ii. 12. (4) John 
Ie. 20. 707 Rom. Vin. 9. 2 Cor. vin . er 
Rom, viii. 15. 16. i) 2 lohn vi , t. ( 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
% Rom. v. 5. (+) John iv. 16. (2) Heb. vi. 4, 5: (#7 Eph. i. 
1 14% i el, 21-9, 


that are freely given 0 us of God. (d) At that day ye 
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queſtion 


I 

3 but an impoſtor, and St. Paul a wild enthuſiaſt. 
But, if the righteous do experience and enjoy a ſenſe 
of pardon know God- know that they are of God--- 
know the things that are freely given to them of God 
s anger is turned away---have an earneſt 

of their future inheritance---and have the ſpirit of God 
bearing witneſs with their ſpirit, that they are the 


children of God, &c ---then they have an internal, ſu- 


pernatural, and indubitable evidence, of the divine 
authority of the Holy Scripture :---They know that Jeſus 
Chriſt was no 3 he being now precious to 


their ſouls; and they have conſcious redemption in his 


blood the forgiveneſs of their by-paſt fins. They 
know, alſo, that St. Paul was no enthufiaſt, but ſpoke 
the words a truth and ſoberneſs. Here they have firm 
footing, They know what is Truth in reſpect to that 


« Soon as from earth J go, 
„ What will become of me?” 


And their hope is as an anchor of the. ſoul---fure and 


fedfaſt---and entereth within the vail. So, then, let 
the profane, the infide], and the deiſt, rally all their 


forces; diſcharge their heavieſt artillery, ſpend all their 
arrows, throw off all their railery, ſarcaſm, and bitter 
inveCtives!---The man of God, far from having the 
foundation of his hope ſhaken, or being angry at 


them, knows in whom he has believed, and that they 


are ſtrangers to the things of the ſpirit of God, for they 
are foolithneſs unto them; and that they cannot know _ 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned: he, 1 
fore, pities them, and prays for them; and would, 

meekneſs, inſtruct thoſe that thus oppoſe n 
if, peradventure, God would give them repentance, ta 
the knowledge of the truth---being built upon the rock, 


he remains unmoved amidſt the confuſion of opinions 
he walks in the light, and is cheerfully ready to meet 


death; many have met it in its moſt dreadful forms, 
even in the flames, in SURE AND CERTAIN HOPE of 
the Reſurrection unto eternal life: knowing, that if this 
houſe of their carthly tabernacle were diſſolved, they 
have a building of God, a houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens: 
Having brielly defended the Methodjeal belief of the 

Holy Scripture; it follows, that their principles are 


| 


: 
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Which I ſhall juſt mention: —Firſt. They 


come ſhort of the 8 of God: and that be cannot 
deliver himſelt out of his miſerable condition; for he 1s 
not ſufficient of himſelf, as to do any thing of himſelf ; 
but his ſufficiency is of God.---Secondly, They believe 
in the birth, life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and 
interceſtion, of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all; that 
he 1s the propitiatica for the ſins of the whole world; 
that he gave his liſe a ranſom for ali; that there is none 
other name given among men, whereby we can be 
ſaved, but the name of Jeſus; and that he 1s able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt, ail them that come to God 
through him---ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for us. ---Thirely, They believe, that all men 
ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ther; and that there are three that bear record in hea- 


ven---the Father, the Word, and the Holy GhoſR---and ? 


theſe three are one: and that it is the Holy Spirit, that 
wounds, and heals, enlightens, and quickens, ſcals 
pardon to, and puriſies the heart, of the penitent be— 
liever.---F ourthly, They believe, that the Lord requires 
repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt- -in order to receive pardon, and to be brought 
into the favour of God; and univerſal obedience, in 
order to continue 1n it; and that there muſt be a meet- 
neſs for glory: that we muſt be pure in heart, for 
{cripture and reaſon, jointly declare, that nothing that 
is unholy can enter the kingdom of heaven.---Fitthly, 
They believe in the reſurrettion of the dead; and that 
we muſt all appear before the judgment— ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive according to the deeds done 
in the body, whether they be good or bad; and that 
the righteous thall go into life eternal, and the wicked 
into eternal torments. Theſe are truths, fo plainly laid 
down, and fo ſtrongly inculcated, in the Holy Scrip— 
tures, that it would be ncedlefs to enter upon a further 
defence of them; but ſhall, as | propoſed i in the ſecond 
place, enter upon a defence of their practice. 
It is a certain maxim, that a good tree cannot bring 
forth corrupt fruit ; neither can a bad tree bring forth 


E 
good fruit; neither do men gather grapes of thorns; 
nor figs of thiſtles: now, their hearts being purified, by 
the grace of God, their practice will correſpond with it. 
I shall, firſt, enter upon a defence of the practice of 
their Miniſters; who having ſeen, and been made ſen— 
fible of, the wretched ſtate they were once in; and 
having found deliverance, their eyes are opened to ſee, 
how the world lieth in wickedneſs; and having a dif- 
penſation of the goſpe] committed unto them, they 
cannot but feel for their fellow-creatures, who are wal- 
lowing in their fin, and thoughtleſsly thronging the 

downward road: this puts them upon uſing every 
means, conſiſtent with chriſtianity, to prevent their 
ruin---hence, they ſpend their time, their ſtrength, 
their property ; exerciſe their talents, and embrace, 
every opportunity of warning every man, and teaching 
every man, in all wiſdom---that they may preſent every 
man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus: to accomplith this, they 
travel from place to place, enter every opened door in 
the ſtreets and lanes of the city; in the highways and 
hedges; on mountains, in the fields, or in a ſhip; 
F- wherever a congregation can be gathered, they ceaſe _ 
not to teach, and preach Jeſus Chriit---knowing, that 
he who converteth a ſinner trom the error of his ways, 
hall fave a ſoul from death; and ſhall cover a multitude 


I 
s Jof ſins: yea, the very language of their ſoul is, for 
t Zion's ſake I will not hold my peace; and tor Jeruſa- 
n ] lem's ſake, I will not reſt, until her ſalvation go forth 
0 as brightneſs, and her righteouſneſs as a lamp that 
Jr burneth. Should it be objected, have we not ſutficient 
\t Miniſters in the eſtabliſhed church, who are well edu- 
cated, legally ordajned, and moved by the Holy Ghoſt 


to take the ſacred office upon them, ſufficiently pro- 
vided for, and having nothing but the cure of ſouls to 
attend to; are they not much more likely tor this ditti- 
cult and important work, than your Miniſters, who are 
many of them ignorant and unlearned men; and were 
never legally tet apart for that ſacred employment? To 
this ] anſwer; | truſt ſome of the eſtabliſhed Clergy 
have every needful qualification for their important 
office men of learning and grace---moved by the Holy 
Glioit---well provided for---and do wholly attend to the 
cure of ſfouls---do not only teach publicly, but from 

houſe 
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houſe to houſe, repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt---who do not lord it over God's 
heritage, but are enſamples to the flock---truly caring 
for the fouls, over whom the Holy Ghoſt has made 
them overſeers: hence, they reprove, rebuke, exhort; 
with all long-ſuffering, and dottrine “tis their care, 
their ſtudy, and fervent prayer, that they may be pure 
from the blood of all men :---they do not ſhun to de- 
clare the whole counſel of God; but warn and teach 
all their flock, in all wiſdom, that they may preſent 
them all perfect in Jeſus Chriſt. But do all the eſtab- 
liſhed Clergy deſerve this character? It is well, if there 
is not many of them that do not. But in this, I ſhall 
leave every man to think for himſelf. However, not- 
withſtanding their ſuperior qualifications, their ſelf— 
denying life, their deadneſs to the world, and all their 
exertions to reclaim ſinners, it is notorious, that fin of 
every kind abounds---infidelity, profaneneſs, and utter 
contempt of the word of God, and a negleCting of all 
the means of grace: ſo that there is a neceſſity to pray 
to the Lord of the tarveſt, that he would ſend forth la- 
bourers into his harveſt. And, ſuppoſe he ſhould fend 
forth laymen, who dare arraign the Almighty, or ſay 
unto him, what doſt thou ?---He hath ſent forth herdſ- 
men, fithermen, &c.---And may he not do it again? 
Has he declared he will nst?---And is he not the ſame, 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever?--Yea, rather, has he 
not promiſed that he will pour out of his ſpirit upon all 
fleſh ; and that your ſons and your daughters ſhall pro- 
pheſy? Has he not done it already? And have we not 
every proot of this, that reaſonable, candid men would 
deſire ? 1 mean, by raiſing up the Methodiſts, to preach | 
the word. Now, if theſe men were not of God, they | 
could do nothing. Has not God owned their labour? 
Into what city, town, village, or country, can you | 
come, where they have preached for any conſiderable | 
time, but you will find ſome traces of their miniſtry, | 
ſome fruit of their labour? Through their inſtrumen- 
tality, the drunkard is become ſober; he who hardly 
uttered a ſentence without curſing and ſwearing, now 
feareth an oath ; thote who delighted in jeſting, fooliſh 
talking, and filthy converſation, now have their con- 
verſation as becomeih the goſpel of Chriſt---bridling 

5 their 


now 
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their tongues, and a new ſong is put in their mouths, 
even praiſes to their God: thoſe who, through their 
extravagance, had contracted debts they were unable 
to pay, now provide things honeſt in the ſight of all 
men, and uſe every lawful means to diſcharge thoſe 
debts they had contracted by their former waſte: the 
churl is become bountitul, and deviſeth liberal things: 
the miſer, alſo, who would hardly allow himſelf the 
neceſſaries of life, now feeds the hungry, clothes the 
naked, viſits the fatherleſs and widows in their afflic— 
tion---helping forward the cauſe of God; the proud, 
ſtubborn, and ſelf-willed, are become humble, teacha- 
ble, and in lowlineſs of mind, eſteeming others better 
than themſelves: the brawler, ſtriker, furious, and re— 
vengeful, no longer render evil for evil, or railing for 
railing---is not overcome of evil, but ſtudies to over- 
come evil with good---follows peace with all men, la— 
bours to pleaſe all men for their good to edification, 
and is adorned with the ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit: the blaſphemer, perſecutor, and contemner of 
religion, he who drank in iniquity as the horſe drinketh 
water, now hungers and thirlts after righteouſneſs, de- 
clares he would rather be a door keeper in the houſe 


of God, than dwell in the tents of wickedneſs---and 


eſteems one day in the Lord's courts better, than « 
thouſand elſewhere: it they are maſters of families, the 
houſe, that before was a den of thieves, is become a 
houſe of prayer---they worſhip God with their houſe- 
hold, praying with them, and for them; and are no 
longer outſtripped by the ox that knoweth his owner, 
or the aſs that knoweth his maſter's crib---though theſe 
dull and ſtupid creatures left them far behind, they now 
take the lead, and render to the Lord heartfelt thankſ— 
giving and praiſe---and, whether they eat or drink, or 
whatever they do, they do all. to. the glory of God: 


the ſenſualiſt, and the pleaſure-taker, have diſcovered 
I the lie in their right hand--they no longer feed on aſhes, 


nor are they turned aſide by a deceived heart---they do 
not ſpend their money for that which is not bread, nor 
their labour for that which cannot fatisfy ; but now 
they aghiere diligently to the Lord, and eat that which 
is good, and their ſouls delight in fatneſs: the ſelf- 
righteous, and the formaliſt, no longer ſay, ſtand by, 

C come 


"© 


he 


come not near me, I am holier than thou-the temple 


of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are we---nor 


| boaſt, they are not as other men, extortioners, unjuſt, 


nor open finners---they no longer value themſelves on 
account of their faſting, prayers, and almſgiving ; but 


now readily acknowledge their former righteouſneſs to 


be as filthy rags, and are now determined to know no- 
thing fave Jelus Chrift, and him crucified ; and thoſe 
things they thought 0 nigh ly of themſelves for, they 
now count them but dung, that they may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not hav: ing their own righteouf- 
neſs, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God 
by faith---that they may know him, and the power of 


his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, 


being made conformable to his death ; in ſhort, wherever 
they have preached any conſiderable time, there has 
been a vilible reformation, in ſome at leaſt---families, 
that lived in contention and ftrife, now hve in peace--- 
parents, now bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord ; chitdren, honour and obey 
their parents ; maſters, give unto their ſervants that 
which is juft and equal---conlidering they have a 
Maſter in heaven; ſervants, no longer render eye- 
ſervice, but do their work heartily, as unto the Lord. 
Here is then, a full proof of their miniſtry, without 
any exaggeration. In this reſpect, we ſpeak that we 
do know---tor theſe things are not done in a corner. It 
would be eaſy to bring a cloud of witneſſes, in defence 
of this truth ; and thoutands, yea myriads, joy fully praiſe 
God, for the falutary effects of their miniſtry. Here is proof 
that ſilences every objettion ; and a defence, that may 
be cavilled at, but cannot be overturned: for who is 
the beſt phyſieian? he who cures moſt diſorders, and re- 
covers moſt patients: and who is beſt workman? he 
who can do his work ſooneſt, and beft, whether he has 
ſerved ſeven years apprenticethip, or taken it up of his 
own hand: and who is beſt miniſter? he who turns 
moſt ſinners from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of ſatan unto God---for this is the errand he is ſent on. 
So, by a parity of reaſoning, it follows, that he who is 
unlearned, as the diſciples of our Lord; or, he who 
has ltudied divinity at the univerſity, for ſeven ns: 
an 


1 | 
and is arrived to the honourable title of D. D. or, he 
who is honoured with being a Right Reverend Father in 
God---whomfſoever of theſe is inſtrumental to the ſaving 
-of moſt ſouls, is moſt honoured of God---is worthy of 
moſt honour from man---and is the beſt miniſter : for he 
that winneth fouls, is wiſe ; and they who turn many to 
righteouſneſs, thall ſhine, as the ſtars, for ever and ever. 

Having thus endeavoured, to defend the practice of 
our Miniſters in preaching the goſpel; I now proceed, 
in the ſecond place, to enter upon the practice of the 
People, as a religious ſociety. But here, J would ob- 


3 ſerve, as he 1s not a Jew who is one outwardly, but he 
3 who is one inwardly; ſo, it is not having the name of 
K 4 a Methodiſt that makes one, but he who 1s fo in heart 
and life. Now, it is the practice of theſe I would de- 
„fend in the following lines. Thete then, like the pro- 
5 digal ſon, are come to themſelves, and have ſeriouſly 
— conſidered the end of their creation---being fully per- 
2 | ſuaded there is a God; for the heavens declare his 
d glory, and the firmament ſheweth his handy-work ; and 
ey being fully ſatisfied (for the reaſons before aſſigned) that 
ot the Holy Scriptures are his revealed will; and havin 

8 learned from that ſure word of propheſy, that the 
1 omniſcient and omnipreſent God ſearches their hearts, 
rd. and tries their reins, and knows all they do; and that 
out they are accountable unto him---for he has declared, 
we {| that he will bring every work into judgment, with 

It every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or evil; being 
nee ſenſible alſo, of the value of their immortal ſouls that 
ife one ſou] outweighs a whole world; knowing alſo, that 
roof their breath, and ways, are in the hands of God, and 
may at his diſpoſal ; and having learnt, both from ſcripture 
0 18 and experience, the necellity of mutual help in a mat- 
d re- ter that ſo highly concerns them; and in the under: 
> he taking of which they have ſo many great and powerful 
e has enemies to cope with : under a conſideration of theſe 
if his things, they have deliberately, with earneſt delire, and 
turns full conſent, entered into an agreement, to give one 
ower another their hearts and hands, that they 
1t On. J *& May kindly help cach other on— 

ho is F „Till all receive the ſtarry crown.” — 

who And that they may the better do this, they have agreed 
years, to attend upon (as often as they conveniently can) and 


and. | C 2 ſupport 


0 | 

upport that miniſtry, which they have found to be 

noſt beneficial---that which is the moſt heart-ſearching, 
and that which they have experienced to be the power 
of God unto ſalvation : that they may receive ſpiritual 
food, and fee the ſtate they are in through the glaſs of 
God's word, faithfully preached : that they may be 
warned, taught, have their enemies diſcovered, and 
the various means they uſe to deceive, diſcourage, en- 
ſnare, and devour them, laid open: that they may 
have the right way laid before them, be encouraged 
and quickened in jt. In ſhort, as public preaching is 
one of the principal means that God has appointed, for 
conducting his people through this howling wilderneſs, 
to the New Jeruſalem above, they attend upon it, that 
they may eſcape the rocks on which others have ſplit, 
and that they may never turn to the right or left, out 
of the narrow way ; but that they may go on, 
from ſtrengih to ſtrength, till they appear before 
God in Zion. Therefore, having taſted that the Lord 
is gracious, they want others to partake of the ſame 
mercy ; hence, they uſe every prudent means to brin 

them ta attend on that preaching, which proved to 
them the ſavour of life unto life ; hoping it may have 
the ſame good effect upon others alſo. Now, how 
reaſonable and laudable is this practice, if we are to 
prove all things, and hold fait that which is good? Is 
it not our bounden duty, as well as intereſt, to give 
thoſe Miniſters every encouragement in our power, 
whoſe goſpel came to us, not in word only, but alſo in. 
power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance? 
And are we not to love our neighbours as ourſelves, 
and to do unto all men, as we would they ſhould do 
unto us? But ſhould we do fo, if we ſaw them throng- 
ing the downward road, and did not uſe every prudent 
means to reclaim them? Yea, it 1s the duty, intereſt 

and delight, of all thoſe who have the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
as far as in them lie, to imitate their great Lord and 
Maſter, who went about doing good; being ſenſible 
allo, that Paul may plant, and Appollos water---but it 
is God that giveth the increaſe; and, as they know the 


Miniſters of the goſpel are men ſubject to like paſſions, 


with other men, and have their treaſtire in earthen 
veflels, they make conſcience in praying for them that 


a door 


ther 
| 
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a door of utterance may be opened unto them that 

they may ae the word of God, boldly, powerfully, 

and ſucceſsfully---that it may run, have free courſe, ane 

be glorified. And yet they are no bigots; they do not 

confine their prayers to thoſe who ares their own 

perſuaſion only, but extend them to the Miniſters of 

Chriſt, of every ſect and denomination; and many of 

them attend other places of worſhip, at every conve- 

nient opportunity, particularly the eſtabliſhed church; 

and in many places, they do not ſuffer their worſhip to 

interfere with it---that both themſelves, and others, 

J. may gain all the profit they can from hearing the word 

preached---fo defirous are they of becoming all things ta 

all men, that be all means they may ſave ſome: being 

ſenſible, that the ſalvation of their ſouls is the one thing 

needful, and the moſt important concern in life---com- 

pared with this, all other things are ſcarcely worth a 

thought. They, therefore, meet together, jointly to 

ſing praiſes to Him, who hath called them out of dark- 

neſs into his marvellous light; and to join in mutual 

rayer, for all the bleflings they need; that they may 

bs ſtrength according to the day, and be kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto full ſalvation. The 

| meet together, to make prayers, interceſſions, and to 

give thanks for all men---for the King, and all who are 

in authority---that we may lead quiet and peaceable 

lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty---for they fear God 

and honour the King. They meet alſo, to exhort one 

another ; to communicate their experience one ta 

anather ; and to pray one for another: thus, they la— 

bour to help forward, encourage, and bear up one 

| another, through the ſtorms, difficulties, temptations, 
f perſecutions, and afflictions, of this mortal lifa---takin 

t up their croſs, walking in the way of ſelf-denial, pa- 

tiently bearing reproach, ſhunning every appearance of 

: evil, and exerciling themſelves herein, that they may 

keep their conſciences void of offence towards God and 

a man. Thus, they labour to walk worthy of God, who 

it {bas called them to his kingdom, and glory---till they 

e Fare put in poſſeſſion of that city, which has foundations, 

whoſe Builder and Maker is God; and are arrived ſafe 

i, lat that land, where there ſhall be no more pain, nei— 

at her ſorrow, nor crying; where God wilripe away 
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| all tears from their eyes, and the former things are 


aſſed away. How ſcriptural, beneficial, and com- 
mendable, is this practice. For, in old time, thoſe 
that feared the Lord, ſpoke often one to another ; and 
the Lord , hearkened, and heard it; and a book 


of remembrance was written before him, for thoſe that 


feared the Lord, and thought upon his name. Our 
Lord ſays, wherever two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my name, there am 1 in the midſt of. them. 


St. Paul exthorts us, not to forſake the aſſembling of 


ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; but to 
exhort one another daily. And St. James, bids us 
pray for one another---and they find it beneficial indeed. 
"Tis here they fit together in heavenly places, with 
Chriſt Jeſus; and drink of that river, the ſtreams 
whereof make glad the city of God: they are ready to | 
cry out, how amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of ] 
hoſts! I had rather be @ door-keeper in the houſe of 

God, than dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. And they c 
find, by happy experience, that one day in the Lord's 7 
courts, 1s better than a thouſand eHewhere. How do 

their hearts burn within them, while they are talking Y „ 
of Jeſus. And they can ſay truly, our fellowſhip is c 
with the Father, and with his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, Here w 


they can joy fully ſing— | h; 

“ Surely, thou didſt unite Vc 
„Our kindred ſpirits here; | | } 

4% That all, hereaſter, might YO 

* Before thy throne appear; O 

* Meet at the marriage of the Lamb, th: 


And) al! thy glorious love proclaim.“ 


Hence, they feel themſelves animated, ſtrengthened, I det 
and retrethed, and made ſtrong in the Lord, and in the I cyt 
power of his might: prepared to run their chriſtian || am 
race, and to [preſs forward towards the mark, for the bib 
prize of their high calling, of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Y nor 
How commendable, alſo, while others are afſembled || the 
round the ale-bench, drinking till they are intoxicated ; | wif. 
or by troops in the harlot's houſes, or in the cockpit, f tha; 
curſing and ſwearing ; or round the gaming table, Lo 
forgetting God, murdering their precious time, and 
neglecting their great ſalvation, &c. they are met; 
together, with grateful hearts, to celebrate the praiſestak« 
of their Creator, Redeemer, and SanQtifier ; * bow 
thanks 
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thanks unto him, and to call upon his name. And is 

it not meet and right, ſo to do? Yea, is it not comely 

to ſee brethren thus worſhip together in unity? And 

how do they manifeſt themſelves to be the children of 

that God, who cauſeth the ſun to riſe on the evil and 

on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the 
unjuſt? When they are wreſtling in fervent prayer, for 

thoſe who are living without hope, and without God, 

in the world; yea, for their enemies, that thoſe who 

are far off may be brought nigh, by the blood of Chriſt, 

and gathered into his fold, join the church militant 

if» here, and finally the church triumphant. And, blefſed 
be God, they do not pray in vain } they have great en- 
couragement herein, for they have had many gracious 
anſwers to prayer: and, glory be to God! thouſands of 

poor prodigals are returning every year, How charita- 

ble, and every way commendable, is not this practice? 

As | have ſpoken of individuals, in ſhewing the fruits 
of the labours of our Miniſters, I ſhall now, in the laſt 


place, conclude with a word of advice. 

) Firſt, I would begin with you, who are wiſe in your 
g own eyes, and prudent in your own conceits; who con- 
8 clude you are the men, and wiſdom will die with you; 


2 who boaſt, you have never heard the Methodiſts and 
have vowed, you never will. I would atk, how came 
you to make this vow? Was it becauſe St. Paul bids 

you prove all things, and hold fat that which is good? 

Or, was it becauſe you have taken knowledge of them, 

that they are ignorant and unlearned men? Yea rather 

was it not, becauſe they are many of them poor and 

ed, | deſpiſed, and bear the reproach of Chriſt ; are perſe- 
the || cuted, and not many wiſe, mighty, and noble, found 
tian | among them? It may be, you profeſs to believe the 
the || bible. Did you never read, the world by wiſdom knew 
ſus, Fnot God; and that the Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
bled the wife, that they are vain; and that he taketh the 
ted; wiſe in their own craftineſs? Are not you the very men, 
cpit, that God hath hid theſe things from? Does not our 
able, Lord ſay, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
andfcarth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe 
metfand prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes? O 
railestake heed, that your wiſdom do not pervert you; and 
giveſſpervare, leſt that come upon vou which was ſpoken by 
ank the 
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the prophet: behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 


*Y 


periſh, for I work a work in your days---a work which 


ye will in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it 
unto you. Let me advſe you for once to open your 
eyes, and look round you. How is it that you cannot 
diſcern this time? Do not you ſee, that God has greatly 
owned and honoured the Methodiſts; and that a.great 
and glorious reformation is already wrought, and with 
myriads old things are paſſed away ; and behold, all 
things are become new. And do not excuſe yourſelves, 
by ſaying, they are all hypocrites, and nothing but 
enthuſiaſts. Bear with me; I feel for you; become 


fools, that ye may be wiſe, Hear for yourſelves---a 


bad vow is better broke than kept---and it may pleaſe 
God to ſave you by the fooliſhneſs of preaching. Your 
all is at ſtake; and it is not a trifle, to be loſt for ever. 
For, if you do not receive the kingdom of God as little 


children, you ſhall in no caſe enter therein. Then, 


with that learned and wiſe man, Moſes, chooſe rather 
to ſuffer affliction among the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; and with him, 


eſteem the reproach of Chriſt greater riches, than all the 


treaſures of this world ; and have reſpect unto the re- 
compence of reward. 

The next I would addreſs, are you who reſpect the 
Methodiſts, and think favourably of them, and could 
bke to attend their worſhip: but you fear man, and 
are overawed by the wiſe men of this world---who ne1- 
ther enter themſelves, and thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
enter, they prevent. You are almoſt perſuaded to be 
chriſtians ; and, with Felix, are ready to tremble at the 
thought of a judgment to come, but are waiting for a 
more convenient ſeaſon. You have already brought 
yourſelves into a ſnare. Be careful you go no further. 


Deal faithfully with yourſelves, and do not palliate mat- J 


ters. O remember, God is greater than your heart, 
and knoweth all things. Know ye not, that the friend- 
{h1Þ of this world is enmity with God; and whoſoever 
will be a friend of the world, is an enemy to God. 
Let the words of our Lord ever be with you: Whoſoe- 
ver is aſhamed of me, and my words, in this adulterous 


and finful generation, of him will the Son of man be 
aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of the Father, r 


with 
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with the boly angels. The Lord has long been ſtriy- 
ing with you, and he has declared his ſpirit thall not 
always ſtrive with man. The Lord is a jealous God, 
and he requires our full conſent, our whole defire, our 
undivided hearts. Let me adviſe you to go unto him, 
without the camp, bearing his reproach. Forfake all | 
for him. Heattily eſpouſe his cauſe. Confeſs him 
openly, and no longer halt between two opinions; but 
if the Lord be God, ſerve him: ſtudy to promote his 

lory, and to enlarge his Kingdom: ſet your ſhoulders 
2 to the work; chooſe the Lord for your portion; 
e call upon him, truſt in him, and he will give vou 
ſtrength according to the day: he will make you ter- 

rible, as an army with banners: and, for your comfort, 
he has declared, there is no one that hath forſaken fa- 
ther and mother, {iter and brother, wiſe and children, 
for his ſake and the goſpel, but ſhall receive an hun- 
dred fold in this world, with perſecution, and in the 


N world to come everlaiting liſe: and to him that over 
; cometh will I grant to fit down with me on my throne ; 
: as 1 alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my Father 
5 on his throne. e | i Re Pa 
#9 1 would next ſpeak to you, who:have caſt off the 

fear of God, and declare your fin as Sodom, and hide 
ne Hit not; and glory in your Thame. O!] remember, the 
1d triumphing of the wicked is ſhort. Woe to the man 


ad that contendeth with his Maker. Let the potſherds 
Wy ſirive with the potiberds of the earth, | would aſk 
or you, what do you gain by finning againſt God? when 
be you have been curbing, ſwearing, taking the name of 
me | Godin vain, of profaning the ſabbath ; or, When you 

r a have been giving yourſelves up to lying, filthy conver- 
ght ſation, diſhoneſty, drunkenneſs, Tevel lings, banquet- 
her. $2285, -uncleannels, & c. What ſatisfactign do you find? 
at- Jwhat peace doth it bring you? Supppſe death ſhould 
arreſt you in theſe practices, where, O! where, would 
you land? And you have.no certaintv. Do you.cx- 
pect that God, who cannot lie, and is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity with the leaſt allowance, and 
oſoe-Nho will not at all acquit the wicked, that he will lay 
rous Pnto you, well done, 00d and faithful ſervants, enter 
n be e into the joy of your Lord? Would you do it to your 
ther, PVants, wha have neglected your work, done contrary 
wil «54 ; D do 


oy 
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to your order, deſpiſed your authority, and mocked 
you to your face? And do you think, that a juſt and 
jealous God will? No, no; though hand join in hand, 

the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed. And if you are 
maſters of families, and have children, what a wretched 
ſcene preſents itſelf to our view: little children, follow- 


ing the example of their wretched parents; having 
tearnt from them, as ſoon as they can well ſpeak, to 
curſe and ſwear, to deſpiſe ſacred things, and to mock 

and perſecute thoſe who truly fear God. I befeech 
you have ſome pity upon your -own offspring ; thoſe 
you have reared with paternal fondneſs, and dandled 
upon your knees; thoſe for whom {fit may be) ſome of 
vou have riſen early, and been up late, and eaten the 
bread of carefulneſs, that they might not want it. It is 
commendable, and every parent's duty, to provide for 
their own houſehold ; but, O! how much has the one 
thing needful been neglected. ---Have you taught them 


the fear of the Lord? You know you have not. O 


look upoi them thoughtfully, and have ſome compaſſion 
on the fruit of your own bodies Tow will it cut and 
wound, diſtract and torture you, to have your own. 
children appearing againſt vou at the bar of God--- 
witneſſing againſt you, blaming and upbraiding you. 
And may they not juſtly break forth in bitter exclama- 
tions, and curſe the day that ever they were born of 
ſuch wicked parents, who taught them, by their 
wicked example, to caſt off the fear of God, and to 
follow a multitude to do evil And may they not juſtly 
upbraid you, that you never taught them how they 
might have eſcaped eternal miſery, and blame you as 
the principal caufe. of their ruin? And will you not be 
like the man that wanted the wedding garment when 
ſpeechleſs ; not having one word to ſay in your own < 
defence? And how will you be confounded, when all } 
your” former ways come before you, and von 'canno} | 
turn your eyes off them for a moment ? Your own con l 
n 


ſcience alſo accuſing, condemning, and tormentin: 
you. You will then remember. how you deſpiſc 
prayer,” and how you ſhunned the company of th 
righteous, as men that had the- -plague, or - fame. infec 
lious peſtilential diforder---how you would not co 
yea ir their hôuſes, eſpeeially if you thought they wel 
5 preſent! 
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preſenting their ſupplications before the Lord. And! if] 
you have, unwittingly, entered the habitation of the 
juſt, when they have been drawing nigh to God, b 
ſolemn prayer, if you have not made haſte out, how 
have you iftood as men amazed ?---unwilling to bow 
your knees with the ſervants of God before the Lord 
your Maker; and it may be, have returned laughing | 
to your wretched companions, as men that had taken 
great ſpoil. O! yes, with what cutting remorſe will 
the wicked remember their lies, and their lightneſs, 
and all the ungodly deeds they have committed, and 

J. Hard ſpeeches they have ſpoken againſt God and his 
people. How will the ſcene be changed, when they 
cry out, we fools counted their lives madneſs, and 
their end to be without honour? But how are they, 

numbered among the bleſſed? How will it increaſe 

their condemnation, to ſee the people they deſpiſed, 

curſed, and made their game of, crowned with honour, 

TS glory, immortality, and eternal life, while they are 
bewailing their helpleſs, hopeleſs, and remedileſs con- 
dition, where the worm dieth not, and where the fire 
dF jsnot quenched---and where the {moke of their torment 
aſcendeth up day and night, for ever and ever, Let 
me a1viſc vou, to conſider your ways. What is it that 
God has given you foul and body for, and endued you 


c with reaſon and underſtanding ?---not that you ſhould 
1 wrong your own fouls, and be ruined for ever. O! 
Nene why will you add fuel to a fire, to be burned in; and 
_ treaſure oP unto yourſelves wrath againſt the day of 
NN wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
on God. Is it nothing to you, that he who was rich ſhould. 
du As 


vel become poor, that you, through his poverty, might be 
oh af made rich? O! no longer pain and wound your Re- 
as deemer; who ſuffered, "that you might eſcape eternal 
pain. And why will you grieve the ſpirit of God? 
He has long been knocking at the dor of your hearts, 
though you have refuſed him admittance. Remember 
God has ſaid, his ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
man. O! no longer tin againſt the riches of his good- 
nels, and forbearance, and tender mercy, leſt he ſwear 
in his wrath, that ye ſhall not enter into his reſt. What 
a mercy you are yet ſpared, and that God has no de- 
light in your death, And if you are Willing to be 


D 2 ſaved 


{248-1 

aved God's way, you have every encouragement 
ould reaſonably defire. For the Lord has techie. 
hat he is loving to every man; and that he that con- 
feſſeth and forfaketh, ſhall have mercy. And our Sa- 
viour ſays, he that cometh unto me, | will in no wiſe 
caſt out. But I know it is not ſo eaſy a thing to per- 
ſuade you, for the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
and the ſervants of God, in every age, have been ſen- 
ſible of it; and have had juſt reaſon 1 to complain, who 
hath believed our report Hor to whom hath the arm of 
the Lord been revealed? If ſinners entice you, you 
readily give conſent ; but if the ſervants of God endea- 
your to perſuade you to enter your cloſets, and humble 
yourſelves before that God, whoſe laws you have vio— 
lated, whoſe mercies you have abuſed, and whoſe 
ſpirit you have reſiſted, how untowar and unwilling 
are you, and how many excuſes do you make! And 
ſuppoſe one were to go from houſe to houſe, and deſire 
every maſter of a family to ſet up the worthip of God 
in his family, would not many almoſt prefer ſtrangling, 
(yea, do and ſuffer any thing) ſooner than they would 
do this; though it may be ſome of them would ac- 
knowledge it to be right, reaſonable, and their bounden 
duty? But remember, there is a God that views your 
behaviour; for there are no places ſo ſecret where the 
workers of iniquity may hide themſelves. Did you 
never read thoſe awful word; ?---* Pour out thy fury 
upon the heathen, that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not upon thy name.“ O! venture 
no further, till you conſider what way you are going, 
and where vou are likely to land; and remember, 
death will not be long in coming. You have not one 
moment that you can call your own; and vou mutt 
very ſoon leave your friends; families ; and then your 
ſtate will be fixed for ever. This life is the time of 
your trial, your ſeed-time for hereafter; and we all 
know, whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
reap. He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption; and he that ſoweth to the fpirit, ſhall 
of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. O! then awake out 
of fleep, ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt will give vou 
life. Aſk the way to Gm with your faces tither- 
ward, and join yourſelves unto the Lord in a perpe: þ 
tua 


E 
tual covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten, Thron 
down the weapons of your warfare, and fight againſt } 


your God no more; and inlit under the banner of 


Chriſt, who 1s ready to receive you. Be true to his 
cauſe, fo ſhall you find reſt to your ſouls---his yoke eaſy, 
and his burden light. Then continue faithful unto death, 
and you ſhall receive a crown of life. 

| would next addreſs you, who have a name to live, 
and are dead; who vainly imagine you are rich, and 
encreaſed with goods, and have need of nothing--- 
while you are wretched, miſerable, poor, blind and 
naked. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
faith; prove your own-ſelves. Know ye not your own- 
ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be 


outſide of the cup and platter, while within you are 
full of dead mens bones, and all uncleanneſs? Know 
you not, that we are commanded to turn away from 
thoſe who have the form of godlineſs, but deny the 
power of it; and that Chriſt has declared, he will ſpue 
the lukewarm out of his mouth. Alas! for You---your 
religion does you no good---it neither removes your 
guilt, nor nurifies vour heart---it is all a taſk, a burden, 
a dead weight, You are ſtrangers to the holy flame, 
the hea\ enly fire, the quickening ſpirit---to the havin 


me advite you, no longer to build upon the ſand, but 
take down the 61d rotten building to the very bottom; 
and dig deep, lay the foundation fure, and build upon 


Chriſt, and him crucitied---and count all things but 
dung, that you may win Chriſt. Be ſure to get a co» 
vering of God's ſpirit, and come to the fountain opened 


of your by-paſt ſins--and never reſt, till you can ex- 
perimentally ſay, I am crucihed with Chriſf---neverthe- 
iets 1 live--yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, and the 
life that I now live in the ficſh---l live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for 
me. Then your peace will flow as a river, and you 
will find the yoke of Chriſt to be eaſy, and his burden 
light; his ways plcaſantneſs, and his paths peace---and 


ſtanding 


a rock---be determined to know nothing ſave Jeſus 


f 


reprobates. What docs it avail you, to make clean the 


Chriſt, the hope of glory, formed in your ſouls. Let 


for in. and uncleannets, and ſeek till you find con- 
ſeious redemption in the blood of Jeſus---t! ne remiſhon 


E 
ſtanding faſt in that liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made 
you free, you ſhall finally return, with the ranſomed of 
the Lord, and come to Zion with ſongs---you ſhall ob- 
tain joy and gladneſs, end forrow and ſighing ſhall 
for ever Ree away. 

I would now ſpeak to you, who know in whom you 
believed---to whom the word of God is come, not only 
in word, but in power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
much aſſurance. Remember you are yet in an enemy's 
country ; and you have need to keep on the whole ar- 
mour of God, and to watch and pray always, that you 
may be counted worthy to eſcape thoſe things that 
ſhall come to paſs, and ſtand before the Son of man. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed 
upon you, that ye {hould be called the ſons of God : 
Beloved, now are ye the fons of God---and it doth not 
yet appear what ye ſhall be; but we know, when he 
Goth appear, ye thall be like unto him---for ye ſhall fee 
him as he is. O! then, be thankful unto him, and bleſs 
his name. Confeſs him openly, and go unto him with- 
out the camp, bearing his reproach. Continue to truſt 
in him, to caſt your care upon him, and commit your 
way unto him. Walk circumſpectly, and let your light 
ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven. Be careful, 
that ye fall not out by the way ; and give one another 
all the aſſiſtance in your power---and let all men fee that 
ye are the diſciples of Jeſus, by the love ye ſhew one 
to another ; and mark them who would cauſe divi- 
ſions, contrary to the doctrine ye have received, and 
avoid them--ſor there has been, and ſtill are, among 
the profeſſors of reiigion, double-minded men, who are 
unſtable in all their ways, and ſhall not excel--there— 
fore, meddle not with thoſe who are given to change ; 
and never, upon any account, ſeparate from your bre- 
thren, except you can appeal to that God that ſearches 
the heart, that you cannot in conſcience remain among 
them; either becauſe of immorality, falſe doctrine, or 
ſomething equally hurtful to pure and undefiled reli- 
gion. And whenever this is done, it ought not to be 
done haſtily, nor raſhly, nor through the imprudent 
conduct of an individual---for in this reſpect, he that 
believeth ſhould not make haſte. By ſeparating from 
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your brethren, you do meme hurt you deeply 
wound the cauſe of God---you open the mouths of the 
ungodly---you ſtagger, it not hinder, thoſe that are en- 
tering into the kingdom of God---you grieve the upright 
in heart, and weaken their hands. Therefore pray, 
that from falſe doctrine, hereſy, and ſchiſm, God 
would deliver you. And let me adviſe you, to remems- . 
ber thoſe that are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh 
you---your fathers in Chriſt---particularly thoſe who 
have borne the burthen and heat of the day---who have 
ſpent their time, their ſtrength, their property, in the 
ſervice of God---and for your benefit; and, though 
now in the decline of life, and bowed down with old 
age, are yet bearing the ark of God, and watching 
over your ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give account. There: 
fore, you ought to eſteem them highly! in love for their. 
works ſake, and count them worthy of double honour, 
for they live, if you ſtand faſt in the Lord. Then, 
whatever others do, do you obey them that have the 
rule over you, and thew them every token of reſpeC--- 
help them by your prayers, bear up their hands, and 
give them all the {upport in your power---for, as there 
ſtill has been thoſe who, like Diotrephes, love to have 
the pre-eminence, prating againſt the true ſervants of 
God with malicious words, and not content therewith, 
but ſeeking to draw away diſciples after them---ſo there 
till are ſuch as want to be ſomebody, and are cauſing 
diviſions; and, by good words and fair ſpeeches, de- 
ceive the hearts of the imple. Therefore, let no man 
deceive you, but take the word of God for your guide; 
let it be a light to your feet, and a lamp to your path; 
hide it in your heart, that you ſin not, and you will 
tind it profitable tor doctrine, for inſtruction in righte- 
ouſneſe-— It will hew you your duty to God and your 
neighbour--to your own houſehold and ſtrangers---to 
ſriends and enemies---to your king and country---to ſu— 
periors and inferiors---to the pritoner---to the ſick and 
affiicted---to the poor and needy-to the fatherleſs and 
widow: It will thew you what company to keep, and 


what to avoid; how to lay out your money, and how 


to ſpend vour time; how to obtain the favour of God, 
und how to retain it; how to conquer and overcome all 


vour ſpiritual foes; and how vou may live and die in 
peace: 


E 


peace: Therefore ſearch it, meditate on it, examine, 


try, and prove yourſelf by it ; take its warnings; be- 


lieve its threatnings; obey its precepts; embrace its 


promiſes ; and walk by its directions---[t will mark out 


' your way---you will walk in the light, and go on ately 


---you w1ll paſs through the ſtorms of life unhurt, and 


ſafely arrive at your deſtined place, at that city which 


has found” tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
Laſtly, * would addreſs you who have ſeparated from 
the Brethren. You may be divided into two claſſes--» 
thoſe who have made ſhipwreck of faith, and a good 
conſcience; and thoſe who have been diffatished with 
the proccedings of their Miniſters. I would begin with 


you who have turned, like the dog to the vomit, and like 


the ſow that was wash d to her wallowing in the mire. 
How 1s the crown fallen from your head? You may 


well ſay, woe unto us, for we have ſinned. O!] con- 


ſider your loſs, the nurt you Fave done, the danger 
you are in---you have loſt your faith, your hope, your 
love, your peace, your joy, your liberty, a good con- 
ſcience, fellow thip with the Father and the Son---with 
the church militant, your title to glory. And you have 

contracted guilt---you are brought into bondage, into 
condemnation. The ſpirit of God is grie ved; Chriſt is 
crucified atreth ; the Almighty has no pleaſure | in you. 
You have deeply wounded the cauſe of God ; you have 
opened the mouths of the ungodly, and .are become 
their talk, their ſport, their deriſion-and through you, 
that worthy name, whereby you are called, is blaf- 


phemed. You have confirmed the infidel in his infi- 


delity; vou have ſtaggered, if not overthrown, the 
weak; and hath grieved the godly---and you are now 
in oreat danger of being forſaken of God, given over 


toa reprobate mind, of loſing heaven, and body and 
ſoul fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. O! then 


remember from whence you are fallen---repent, and do 


your firſt works. Come again, conſeſſing, and forſak- 


5? 
ing. Come to the fountain, opened for fin, and for 


uncleanneſs, and the Lord will put away your fin---he 


will heal your backſlidings, and love you freely--your 
Brethren will rejoice at your return, and you will again 


be ha PPY- 
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But what ſhall I ſay to you, who have been diſfatis: 
ed with the proceedings of your Miniſters? Have you 

acted deliberately ?---have you made it matter of ſolemn 

prayer ?---and has your ſeparation been the fruit of deep 
conſideration, a conſcious regard for the glory of God, 
your own ſouls good, and the good of others? Suffer 
me to ſpeak---to reaſon with you for a moment. Have 
not many of you felt the word, by them, “ be the 
power of God unto ſalvation? Was it not by it that you 


were turned from darkneſs to light---from the power of. 


ſatan unto God? Are they not your fathers in Chriſt ? 


And aſk, in the name of reaſon, what harm have they 


done you? Do they not preach the very ſame goſpe]--- 
watch over their flock with the ſame tenderneſs and 
diligence-—and lend the ſame holy and unblameable . 
lives? And does not God; as much or more than ever, 
Own their miniſtry? It is plain then, God has not for- 
ſaken them---why will you? You once knew them by 
their fruits---learn to do ſo ſtill. But it may be they 
have erred---you have been froward, diſcontented chil- 
dren---and as an indulgent father ftrives to pleaſe his 


> froward ſon, that he too much delights in, till he pets 


with every thing, and he cannot pleaſe him at all,---ſo 
has your Miniſters, year after year, been ſtudying to 
pleaſe you; till at length you ſcarcely know what you 
would do, or what you would be at. And you have 
now turned your backs upon them. But let me aſk 
you, what have you gained by it? Have you more 
love, peace; or joy, or are you more holy? Does your 
hearts pant more after God? And do you travail in 
birth more, for the ſalvation of poor ſinners? I fear not! 
yea, rather do you not now rejoice at that which would 
once have grieved and pained you exceedingly! name- 


ly, at ſeeing the flock of Chriſt rent and torn afunder ? 


Have you not imbibed the dividing ſpirit of the woman 
that came before king Solomon, who was for having 
the child flain and divided? And why? becauſe it was 


| none of hers. And is it not plain that thoſe, who can 
| ſo thoughtleſsly uſe every means in their power to ſepa- 


rate the children of God, have but little affection for 
them, and have had but little to do in gathering them; 
or they would have known better what it coſt the true 
ſeryants of God in gatiieding them out of the word, 
anc 


EN 
and nurſing them up to what they are? Have we not 
had full proof of this, from our fathers and brethren, 
who have been the chief inſtruments in the work ?--- 
Rather than divide, did they not uſe every means in 


their power to prevent a divifion ? as their forming the 


plan of pacification fully demonſtrates. O! then, be 
pained at the hurt you have already done. How have 
you opened the mouths of thoſe who were crying, fo 
would we have it? And, O! what griet---what pain--- 
what tears, have you cauſed your fathers and bre- 
thren in Chriſt? and how deeply is the cauſe of God 
wounded, and now lies bleeding through your folly ? 
Had you ſeparated, in order to be more uſeful, and 
with a view to ſave more ſinners; and could this have 


been done without wounding the cauſe of God, reaſon - 


would that one ſhould bear with vou ; but when it is, 
becauſe you may not rule them, God has commanded 
you to obey. Who can ſpeak in your behalf? Let me 
adviſe you then, no longer to do evil, that good may 
come. | truſt inany of you have left your Brethren 
through ignorance, and are ready to think you are do- 
ing God ſervice; but have been deceived by the fair 
ſpceches of thoſe who are too much like Korah and his 
company, who arc {aving to the leaders of God's peo— 
ple, you take too much upon you; and are ſending 


their letters through the kingdom. But what are their 


'contents ?---(O! tell it not in Gath, leſt the ungodly 
triumph)---Not how many ſinners are converted; but 
how they have rent the flock of Chriſt; the conqueſts 
they have made; and how many children they have 


bereaved the faithful ſervants of God of. O! beware; 


fatan can transform himſelt into an angel of light. He 
has long been attempting to ſcatter the flock of Chriſt, 


He has been making his attempts, year after year, but 
has happily been defeated until now. For he knows, 


„The ſheep he never can devour, unleſs he firſt di- 
vide.” Therefore, he is ever ſtirring up the ſons of 


Bichri, to blow the trumpet, that they may make a 


party in Iſrael. And if they can but prevail upon the 
unſtable and inconliderate to follow them, the flock be- 
ing ſcattered, they become an eaſy prey to him, who 1s 
golng about, as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may 
deyour, Let me adviſe you then, to open your 2253 
an 


a 
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and view what you have already done. What glory 
have you brought to God by it? Have more ſouls been 
converted, or made holy, by it? But will any man, in 
his ſenſes, (that fears God) ſay, no harm has been done 
by it? What a wound, and diſhonour, have many, as 
well as the cauſe of God, already gotten, and the re- 
proach will not ſoon be wiped away. I aſk, is it poſſi- 
ble that ſuch a work ſhouſd be of God? And what 
think you is like to be the conſequence? O! the ane 
ſwer is ready---* for more Preachers are ready to join 


us now, when they ſee how we get forward: they 


would have joined us before, only they were afraid 
they did not know how things would turn.” He muſt 
be blind indeed, that cannot fee through this thin co- 


vering. What can we gather from it? but that the 
believed you to be right; but they were afraid of loſing 


their bread, if they came over to you. How is this 
truſting God, and forſaking all for Chriſt's ſake? And 
are theſe your pillars---the ſupporters of your cauſe ? 
No wonder, when the novelty 1s over, and the few 
who are deluded begin to think, and grow tired of the 
huſks, if they return to their Brethren and Fathers, 
and more fully to their God---to receive their portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon, and the whole fabric be dema- 
lithed, and the dreaded poverty overtake the ſupporters 
of your cauſe. And ſhould this happen, you are not 
the firſt that have ſeparated from your brethren, raiſed 
ſocieties, ſent out itinerant preachers, and then came 
to nought---fo that no traces of them are left. Let me 
intreat you then to proceed no further, but return im- 


mediately to your brethren, and fathers, who are 


ready to receive you, and heartily join them in ſpread- 
ing the pure goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriit. Walk in love---and how pleafant will it be, to 
ſee the Brethren thus dwell together in unity. And 
while in love you are often ſpeaking one to another, 
the Lord will hearken and hear---and a book of remem- 
brance will be written before him, for thoſe that fear 
the Lord, and that think upon his name---and they 
ſhall be the Lord's in that day when he maketh up his 


jewels---and he will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his. 


own {on that ſerveth him. May the Lord haſten the 
happy time, AMES. | 
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4 HYMN. 


1 JESU, great Shieph ed of the ſheep, | 
To thee for help we fly:. G b 
Thy little Flock in fafety keep; | 
For, O! the wolf is nigh. | 


11. He comes, 6f helliſh malice full; 
To ſcatter, tear, and flay : 
He ſeizes ev'ry ſtraggling ſoul, 

As his own lawful prey. 


tit. Us into thy protection take, 

And gather with thy arm: 
Unleſs we firſt the fold forſake; 
The wolf can never harm. 


| 
| 
iv. We laugh to ſcorn his cruel power, | | 
While by our ſhepherd's fide ; | 
The ſheep he never can devout, ' 
Unleſs he firſt divide. | 


v. O! do not ſuffer kim to part Fee 
The ſouls that here agree; * F1 

But make us of one mind and heart, * 
And keep us one in thee af 


v1. Together let us ſweetly live! » 
bf Together let us die! 
And each a ſtarry crown receive, 
And reign above the ſky, AMEN, 
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